One sec,
I just naticed
some sovt of
lump on my
chest,

Just to be safe,
' I'm going upstairs
1 don't know. B to show my mom,
Above my 1§ R
breast?

Hm, does
it hurt?

o

I'll eall
ou back,
ove you,
Bye.




My mind immediately went there



‘at
¢

ay
vl

ple s.

my funera

~ What '.l.;voulcf |
- peo

1 had to tell
~people 1 was dying?

=

7
I

-




THE DIAGNOSIS




It was about % cm, §

_ 1 hoped my mom wouldn't feel anything unusual.
Havd, Mobile, e —

You better | i
get that looked Ff

at, Mouse,

1 didn't want to, but my mam pushed me to bring up the lump at my already scheduled
gynecology appointment the next day.

We have specialities.

On o 1 don't do breasts, But Well,
”;';";@I ?;fm d don't worry, there's a S h"g‘;"; 1
almply | TETthavce Rewpig velerral?

my breast,

Nope,
Just see
your
family
doctar,

Two days later, 1 begrudgingly went ——

to see my family doctor.

It's nothing
to worry about,
she's nat the
specialist,

Mmhinam,
I'l vefer you
to the breast
clinic,
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The specialist wanted to run tests, First came a small needle to get a sense of what was

inside. Apparently, it wasn't good. Two weeks later, 1 received the biopsy results—they were
consistent with cancer, The anly way to confirm the diagnosis was with a lumpectomy* and
further analysis by the lab,

That. Is. A.

o NN

Waiting for surgery was Everything was moving
stressful. 1 wanted the both toa fast and toa slow.
tumour out. ;

Hi, I'm
Dr. MclLean's
patient. My lump
feels bigger.
Canl have m
surgery now?

1 found
another lump,
Can'lcome n
for an urgent
appointment?

*A surgical removal of cancerous breast tissue (ak.a. breast-conserving sur gery),
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Additional follow-ups confirmed the
lump's growth was bruising from the
biopsy and that the second lump was
benign,

But it was still scary.
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As 1 waited for
surgery, 1 kept
teeling the lump,
naticing any
changes.,

It was unnerving thinking
about how long the lump had

3_ been there, growing inside me, F%

rHW body didn't feel sa *
' Safe anymare .




AN

The surgery date stayed as planned,

AN
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Saint Patrick's Day.




To get through the waiting, 1 told myself nat to worry until 1 had a veason to worry, But then
the results came,

You had a rare form of
breast cancer—mucinous,
But it's good news! It's
non-aggressive with high
survival rates, And we got it
all out. No more cancer,

" Oh yes,
I'm just the
luckiest,

Now: to discuss
treatment to prevent
recurrence, We don't
want cancer cells
hanging avound
elsewhere,

1 didn't know how to feel. 1 had expected cancer, but it confused me to have it
confirmed at the same time 1 learned the cancer was gone,
b ¥

30 seconds into the news G0 seconds into the news q0 seconds into the news

Wait, what
type of treatment
are we talking
about??7

Damn,
it really was
cancer,

Yay, I'm
cancer-free!
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