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large numbers of early 
chinese migrants to Gam Saan 
originated from the  pearl 
river delta region of south 
china in Kwangtung province.

they embarked by ship from the 
port of hong kong to san 
francisco, california… 

other chinese continued their 
travels northward to the 
ports of victoria or 
vancouver, british columbia.

many of gam saan's early chinese 
originated from the four counties 
(sze-yup) located by the pearl 
river delta -near the main trading 
ports of hong kong and canton. 

the four counties are: hoy-ping, 
sun-wui, toi-saan and yen-ping.

nearby Chung saan and Poon-yee 
counties also saw many of their 
sons leave for gam saan.
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… miss kay…
please… don't 

give up.
try the fish canning 

company… THEY 
HiRE CHINESE
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job? 12 hour days. 
you clean and 

gut fish

stick to 
your own 

kind… 

chinese 
over there



a fairly 
new cannery 

building

one of the 
biggest on 
the coast

Kai-ai! 
long hours and 

I smell like 
piss!

ah-Lehn, you 
always smell of 

piss! but at least we 
all are working! 



it's so damn 
hot in here in 

the summer

like an 
oven

…and 
reeks of 
rotting 

fish!

the building was open 
to the elements…

… push the 
MESS through 
the floor gaps 
INto the ocean 

below!

hey! watch 
where you 
slop that 
fish gut!

yeah, but I 
prefer hot and 

stinky over cold 
and wet in the 

autumn…

the floor is 
piling up with the fish 
guts and blood.  and 

it's getting really 
slippery!

in the 1900S, an american visitor observed, 
"…not so much like men struggling with 
innumerable fish, as like human maggots wiggling 
and squirming among the swarms of salmon."*



hey, ah-Lehn, you 
never know when the 
fish catch is going to 

be large
yeah… last 
season we 

hardly had any 
work

…and last month, there 
were no fish. many of 

us waited at home… and 
worried

hey, you 
chinamen…
stop your 
chatting!

we don't 
pay you to 

talk!

… now, there are 
so many fish, the 

floors bend from 
all the weight!



there were always 
others to replace the 
sick and the injured…

mothers often brought 
their young ones to work

faster! 
or i'll replace you.

there were accidents

workers were efficient. but productivity fell as 
the long hours saw fatigue and monotony set in…

then one day, 
a stranger walks 

into the cannery…

the years passed. it was a job. there wasn't much else out 
there for work… ESPECIALLY if you were chinese, Japanese, 
a native person, or anyone else who was not ENGLISH!



have I got a 
business 

solution for 
you!

hello 
boss!

compact 
hardware

small 
footprint

our newest 
model. very 
portable 

only nine 
men needed 
to move it!

expandable 
storage, and it's 

scaleable…yup! it 
removes scales 

quickly.

runs at 
40 cph!

40 
cph?

modern! 
latest 

technology

?



no sick 
days. full 

productivity

state of the 
art... solid 
cast iron! 

it's cutting edge, 
uh, no… make that 

gutting edge 
technology!

40
chinamen per 

hour!

son of a 
Strumpet!

 it's mean, 
and it 

cleans. 

yessir, you 
gets yer slicer 

without them 
ricers!

wow!

wow

wow

wow!

YES!
I'll take a 

bunch of them 
machines!!



and so, the iron chink machine…

… arrives!

large numbers of cannery 
jobs disappeared …

you and you… 
stay and help stick 

labels onto the 
cans…

everyone 
else … 

go home



GAWD, I JUST 
LOVE 

TECHNOLOGY!

look at all 
those 

chinese! 

why don't 
they get 

jobs!

LOOK AT 
THEM. just 

hanging around 
their own 

kind.

 in 
groups 
standing 
about!

don't they have 
better things to 
do than to stare 

at us?

with few other employment 
options, the laid off cannery 

workers were back on the 

streets, looking for work

no! 
don't let 
them steal 
our jobs!

how rude!
they must be 
gibbering in 

chinese about us! 


